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ously isolated; therefore, the proposal, which was put forward
chiefly on political grounds, was dismissed. By the end of
the year, then, the enemy in Lower Mesopotamia had been
decisively defeated; Turkish influence in the delta of the
Shatt-al-Arab had been destroyed, and the British interests at
Basra and in the oilfields area had been made secure.

Unf ortunately, in the Middle East as a whole the situation
was not so entirely satisfactory. Turkey, it is true, was fully
occupied. In her struggle with Eussia on the Caucasus front;
in her attempt to concentrate troops for an attack across the
Sinai Peninsula upon the Suez Canal; in the forthcoming
operations in the Dardenelies campaign, she was to be very
hard pressed. Elsewhere, however, matters were not going
too well. In Persia, Turko-German missions from Baghdad,
with the active sympathy of the Swedish Officers of the
Persian Gendarmerie, were having considerable success with
anti-Ally propaganda, a success which was heightened by the
advance of a Turko-Kurdish force towards Tabriz, which had
been evacuated by Eussian Troops. In Afghanistan, the situ-
ation was being watched with interest and, although the Amir
announced his intention of remaining neutral, there was a
general restlessness, which was kept alive by countless rumours
and skilful propaganda which trickled through from Persia.
In India, there were many anxieties for the Viceroy. The
larger proportion of the field army had gone overseas; two
serious tribal raids had been made on the North West
Frontier; the internal situation showed symptoms of unrest.
In the Middle East, Mesopotamia appeared to be the one
centre which could be regarded without anxiety, but even
here our confidence was not to remain undisturbed for long.

Intelligence regarding the movement of Turkish troops
from the Constantinople area and of their subsequent
itinerary was collected by the General Staff at the "War
Office, whence it was circulated to the Staffs in the various
theatres of war concerned, but exact information of Turkish
movement was very difficult to obtain, partly because after
leaving Constantinople troops could be diverted to any one
of three fronts, and partly because of the mass of rumour
with which the East was teeming. However, early in Janu-
ary, 1915, it seemed certain, both from the intelligence which
reached the War Office and from that which was gained by
the General Staff with Force " D," that the Turks in Meso-
potamia were being reinforced, and that they intended to
carry out a counter-offensive either by advancing into the
oilfields area in Arabistan, or by an attack upon General